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Activity Summary 
 

 



This is a general overview of the activities provided for the scouts at the 2014 NSW State Rally. 

 

This is intended as an ideas reference, showing the activities available as a starting point for leaders planning 

later events. 

 

 

 

 

RAC  THEMES 

 

 RAC 1 - Gold Mining   
 

 RAC 2 - Bush Tucker and Aboriginal Culture  

 

 RAC 3 - Outback Discovery  
 

 RAC 4 - Visit Australia in the 1960's  

 

 RAC 5 - Bushrangers  

 

 

REGIONS 

 

 Sth Coast & Tablelands 
Greater Western Sydney 

 South Metropolitan 

North West 

 Hunter & Coastal 
North Coast 

 Sydney North 
Golden West 

 Hume 

     Riverina 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compiled and photographed by  

Ian Moggs 

Scout Leader 

1
st
 Picnic Point 



 

RAC  1 

THEME Gold Mining 

 

RAC  1 was the only RAC with a Jamboree-style entry



RAC  1 

THEME Gold Mining 

ACTIVITY Golden Gully Transport 

 

 

To transport their gold across a valley, the scouts had to build a usable flying fox. 

 

 
 



 
 
A pile of materials was available per patrol  

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  1 

THEME Gold Mining 

ACTIVITY Eureka Stockade 

 

 

After answering a set of suitable questions where each correct answer entitled the patrol to a water bottle 

projectile, the scouts tried to hit the targets with battery-powered cannons. 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  1 

THEME Gold Mining 

ACTIVITY Stronger than a Locomotive 

 

Using a set of provided parts and materials, build a cart and windlass, then winch the cart across the field 

carrying the Patrol Leader. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



RAC  1 

THEME Gold Mining 

ACTIVITY Gold Rush Colony 

 

The scouts were provided with a map of a typical small gold rush colony, and they had to firstly work out 

the grid positions of several features on the map. 

 

Following that, the entire patrol had to travel around a trail within a similar colony but with the restriction 

that they had to keep their feet on stepping boards all the way – never enough boards for each person to have 

one were available, and failure to keep at least one foot on a board at all times would result in it being taken 

away by the flooding river.  

A final task was to perform a suitable song using supplied bush instrument (including cutlery etc) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Successfully completing all tasks gave the patrol members a miners license which also showed the 

badgework completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  1 

THEME Gold Mining 

ACTIVITY Lassetter’s Reef 

 

A navigation exercise based on the legend of Lassetter’s reef had the scouts following their compass through 

a series waypoints in the bush. 

 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 
 

 



 



 

The patrol completed the chart below to successfully complete the exercise. 

 

 
 

 

 



RAC  1 

THEME Gold Mining 

ACTIVITY Mining Demolition 

 

The first stage of this activity required the patrol to successfully tie a selection of knots. 

 

 
 

Next, air-powered rockets were used to try to hit targets “over a fence”, with one patrol member 

positioned as a spotter to advise how each shot went and to guide adjustment of the cannon for the next shot. 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 



RAC  1 

THEME Gold Mining 

ACTIVITY Escape from Beaconsfield 

 

The scouts started by descending the dark mineshaft in an unlit cage, accompanied by appropriate 

noises (CD deck) and shaking. The cage was a car trailer covered with a dark tarp. 

 

 

Once “at the bottom” the patrol had to escape through the dark mine tunnel. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

(looking back inside the tunnel) 

 

Next it was necessary to use available parts to make a trolley to carry out their gold bricks. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This was followed by negotiating a series of challenges including electric wires hanging from the mine 

ceiling (12volt of course) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  2 

THEME Aboriginal Australia 

ACTIVITY B(l)ack Trackers 

 

A series of waypoints, each marked with a sign that white men had been there were placed around the area, 

with a page of GRID bearings and distances were provided. 

Scouts had to firstly walk a measured 50M length to see how many paces they each took to walk that 

distance, then use that information to work out how many paces each leg of the navigation exercise would 

be. They also needed to convert the grid bearings to magnetic bearings (adjust by 11 degrees for this 

location), before navigating to each point. 

At the base of the first photo, note the two ropes – one lays along grid north, and the other along magnetic 

north, showing the scouts how much error was involved in NOT allowing for magnetic variation.  

 



 
 

 

 



RAC  2 

THEME Aboriginal - Bush Tucker 

ACTIVITY Bush Damper  

 

Basically a Damper-making base, but with pages of information about bush tucker provided as well. 

In addition to the damper, the scouts were to also sing a song . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  2 

THEME Aboriginal 

ACTIVITY Save the Hunting Dog 

 

With your hunting dog caught under a trap in a toxic bog, the only way to free him is to release the trap 

using a long pole to pour water into the counterweight. Of course the available poles are too short, so you 

will need to lash shorter ones together, and use creative ideas to enable this to be done. 



  

 



RAC  2 

THEME Aboriginal  

ACTIVITY Crocodile Dundee comes home 

 

 

 

This was a multi-stage activity comprising the following activities  

 

The PL had to add 

his/her hand print in 

paint on the board (with 

the Patrol name written 

under it once 

comlpleted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Traditional face 

painting using clay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Animal tracking using 

compass navigation 

 



This is the tracking chart they were provided with 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using large Sling-shots to 

kill vermin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Making Boomerangs (using paddle-pop sticks)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Finally they all 

had to “Dress-Up” 

and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sing a verse of the national Anthem on a 

“Stage coach” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



At the start, the PL’s were provided with the tracking charts above, as well as a page of 

instruction

 



While the Activity leaders were also given additional notes to assist them in running and assessing the 

patrols 

 



RAC  3 

THEME Outback Discovery 

ACTIVITY G.P.S. 

 

The scouts were given instructions and basic training on the use of the supplied (Garmin E-Trex) GPS 

receivers. They then had to enter the coordinates for the first waypoint, follow the GPS to find that point, 

and locate a hidden container which contained a scouting badge. Once found, the next waypoint had to be 

entered, etc. 

 

 

 

 



RAC  3 

THEME Outback Discovery 

ACTIVITY  

 

Starting with a discussion on Fire Safety, the scouts then had to prepare a fireplace, light a fire, boil a tin of 

water until the lid popped off, then extinguish the fire and clean away their fireplace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



In this shot, the lid has just “popped” and is circled in red amongst the treeline – note that considerable force 

is exerted and sizable height is gained, so a suitable location is required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Notice that only a few cm of 

water was used, as too much 

would delay the desired result 

significantly. 

 

 

 



RAC  3 

THEME Outback Discovery 

ACTIVITY Eggquest 

 

 

A selection of trails were set up in the edge of the bush for 

this activity, and each patrol had to complete one trail by 

rolling their egg along cardboard channels from start to 

finish. The major limitation was that no piece of channel 

could move laterally whilst it had the egg on it. Each trail 

also had a narrow section requiring the PL and patrol to 

plan to have some ahead of the eggs position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



RAC  3 

THEME Outback Discovery 

ACTIVITY Grid Maps (Australia) 

 

A sheet of instructional information was provided for each patrol at this activity, whish required them 

to created a rope outline map of Australia on the ground within a grid-numbered area. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Note the red stringline corner at the base of the above photo – this was the edge of the grid, with major 

latitude and longitude positions marked along the edges with laminated tags. 

 

 

Using their rope 

map, the scouts 

then had to 

locate and stand 

on various cities 

and features. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  3 

THEME Outback Discovery 

ACTIVITY Bush Shelters 

 

Given the scenario that their transport (horses) had been stolen, the patrol needed to build a shelter 

large enough to accommodate at least two members of their patrol. 

Some materials such as tarps, ropes and some poles were available, while plenty of bush materials 

were readily on hand as well. 

Other than capacity, no other limits or guidelines were provided. 

A card showing what was completed was also available for taking back to their troop leader. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



RAC  4 

NOTE: RAC 4 had several activities running, but as each patrol entered through the gateway to the 

RAC, they drew out two activity tickets and only did those two activities, each taking an appropriate 

amount of time to complete. 

 

THEME 1960’s Australia 

ACTIVITY BASH 4104 – Mock Emergencies and water treatment 

 

This activity was the scene 

of an horrific plane crash in 

the outback, where the 

scout patrol was a part of 

the B.A.S.H. 4101 medical 

team. Parts of the plane 

were laying around along 

with a parachute till 

flapping in the breeze. 

 

 

 

 

 

First up the scouts had to treat 3 different 

injuries that had been suffered by 

patients already waiting for them. 

Several others were also awaiting 

treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then stretchers were needed to transport the injured once rescuers (hopefully) arrived. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Their final task was to deal with issues setting up a temporary campsite covering issues such as supplies, 

constructing an emergency shelter and treatment of available water to ensure it was drinkable.  

 

 

 



RAC  4 

THEME 1960’s Australia 

ACTIVITY Lighting a Fire in Wet Conditions 

 

We had great weather at this State Rally, so to complete this activity, the scouts collected dry wood 

then dunked them into a bucket of water, before trying to set up and light a fire using the damp wood 

with only two matches available to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They also had to 

construct a tripod to 

place over the fire 

to be able to heat 

water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  4 

THEME 1960’s Australia 

ACTIVITY Navigation skills (pre-GPS) 

 

This activity used paper maps (yes real paper ones) to cover required navigation parts of the Campcraft 

badge for all three levels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The various parts included map reading and orientation, using a compass, bearings etc, as well as laying out 

a string line according to a set of given compass directions and distances. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  4 

THEME 1960’s Australia 

ACTIVITY Ride a Hills Hoist 

 

Since one of the great inventions of the 1960’s was the Hills Hoist, and a popular activity (with youth, Not 

with their parents) was swinging on them, this activity required the patrol to build and then ride their own 

version of a hills hoist. 

Full instructions were provided, along with a basic diagram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Scouts were provided with all necessary 

poles and ropes as well as the 

instructions above. The only prepared 

item was a star-picket already set 

vertically into the ground ready to lash 

the upright pole to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This picture shows that not all 

patrols tied their knots and 

lashings tight enough to keep the 

entire structure in good running 

condition. 

 

 

 

 

 

This alternate 4-seater 

version was also available 

for scouts to see .



RAC  5 

(This RAC had a progressive story-line flowing through the entire base, although once set into 

place the stages of the story did not necessarily flow correctly) 

 

THEME Bushrangers 

ACTIVITY The Armoury 

 

Build a catapult and fire at the nominated targets, then dismantle and return the materials to the start 

position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  5  

THEME Bushrangers 

ACTIVITY First Aid 

 

 

 Following a run-in between 

the Bushrangers and military, 

first aid treatment was 

needed, and had to be 

supplied by patrol members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  5 

THEME Bushrangers 

ACTIVITY Bush Stretchers 

 

With an injured patrol member, it was necessary to build a way to transport him/her, so a stretcher had to be 

made, and a patrol members carried about 40m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  5 

THEME Bushrangers 

ACTIVITY The Cemetery 

 

It loos like one of the patrol did not survive (or was it one of the opposition?), but this base took place in the 

cemetery. Given a series of scouting and bushranger-related questions, the patrol had to gain pieces of 

gravestone by getting the right answers.  

A 50/50 option was available for one question, as well as “ask a friend” (in this case a reference-booklet). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  5 

THEME Bushrangers 

ACTIVITY Bush Transport 

 

Given a selection of wheels, poles and ropes, the patrol had to create a mode of transport to get one member 

of the patrol to the other end of a short track. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once the task was finished and 

dismantling was completed, there was a 

chance to fire balls at some venturer 

targets using a pre-built ballista. 

 

 



RAC  5 

THEME Bushrangers 

ACTIVITY Treasure Hunt 

 

A compass-guided walk hunting for marked discs – only one colour was looked for per patrol. 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 



RAC  5 

THEME Bushrangers 

ACTIVITY JNN News Report 

 

 

As a result of a kidnapping of the local JNN news team, the patrol members had to fill the roles of 

reporters etc and present a news interview. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAC  5 

THEME Bushrangers 

ACTIVITY Bushrangers Campsite 

 

To show how easy it was to set up a comfortable campsite, the patrol had to build either a bed or a chair. 

A picture was supplied as well as suitable materials. 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 


